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Letters of Wm. Fitzhugh. 

(continued.) 

January 30th, 1686-7. 
Dear Brother 

If the hearing of your health and welfare gave me such 
sentiments as you perceived p my last, the receipt of yours this 
year must be sure to admit of reciprocal joys, if you will not 
admit them exceeded, your picture would have been mighty 
acceptable, & pleasing to me in your absence, but your company, 
that is the original according to your own expression, would be 
infinitely more acceptable & pleasant, would opportunity and 
business permit it, but at these years, & with no settleder fortune, 
than we are both at present endued with, will not admit an 
absence when opportunity or business calls for one's immediate 
presence, for in my opinion none under the degree of a settled 
annual income which can be advantageously managed in their 
absence can give that Regency & power to fancy and delight as 
to neglect Interest or their particular concerns, purposely for a 
visit, I do not premise this either to deter or hinder you from 
your intentions, and I am sure you cannot imagine I would 
argue against my own heighth of pleasure & delight, which 
would be certainly in the pleasant enjoyment of your most de- 
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sired company, provided it would quadrate with your Interest & 
conveniently suite your concerns. I heartily thank you for your 
intended and your Lady's real presents to my wife, son and 
daughter, & that steel seal to myself, had she writ it, had been 
our coat of arms, I should allowed the mistake not esteeming 
her conversant in Heraldry or skilfull in Coats of Arms, & for 
your writing it to be so, I must Impute it either to credulity or 
mistake. I could wish with all my heart I were able to supply 
your Necessity's or occasions, with twice the sum proposed 
without putting you to the trouble or charge of Procuring or 
bringing in servants in return thereof, but Tob" is this year so 
low, that I cannot raise one penny of money from it, having now 
near three hundred hhds by me, and if I would now let them go 
all, to procure such a Sum as you propose, I believe I should be 
hard put to it, to obtain it; Last year when Tob° was a com- 
modity I should more easily have procured .£100 than this year 
jQio. I understand by my Sister that your interest and friends 
are great at Court, By which & and their means I might have the 
opportunity of seeing you and vast advantage to your self by 
your coming, if you could get to be Commander of one of the 
King's Ships, that are appointed to attend here, all profits might 
fairly be worth to you a thousand pounds sterling a year, with- 
out being at two pence expense, these two that we have now, 
Allen & Crofts, one is a Scot and the other is a fool, and yet they 
clear better than ^500 Str. a year. One is already in disfavour 
with one Governor, and the other is falling into it. If you 
could lay hold of such an advantage or some that by my next I 
shall propose to you, you would at once give me the joyfull 
opportunity of seeing you & the most acceptable assurance of 
your future gentile and comfortable being. I thank God I am 
plentifully supplied with servants of all conditions, to serve me 
in all my occasions, therefore would not have you put yourself 
to the charge or trouble of procuring or sending me any in, well 
knowing it lies out of the course of your business & concerns. 
But again, as I said last year, I should be heartily glad of your 
Picture and our Coat of Arms fairly and rightly drawn, not as 
on the steel seal that came here, if you cannot find any advan- 
tageous opportunity of shewing me the original. Since my last 
God has been pleased to help me with one son which not long 
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since was christen'd by the name of Henry. We live here very 
plentifully without money, & now Tob° is low I shall be very 
hard put to it, to purchase £10 for to supply our Mother, which 
fully resolved if possible to be procured but could hardily with 
all my Tob" and any thing I could part with except Negroes 
supply you with the Sum you proposed, which, had I it at com- 
mand, should be as readily your's as it is mine. My wife gives 
her due respects to your self & Lady, and assure yourselves both 
of the same, from 

D r Brother your Wff. 

To Capt Henry Fitzhugh at the Pall Mall &c. 



June i st, 1685. 
Mr. J no Cooper 

In my two former have given you account of the receipt of 
your two letters this year, & there take notice that you have not 
sent me any acco't of sales of my Tob° received, of my money 
of Mrs. Bland, nor take any notice of those things, I sent for 
last year, I hope next year you will mend it. I believe I shall 
consign you next year thirty or forty hhd s , most or all of it will 
be Sweet-Scented, and of my own crops, but I desire you to 
give me an account by the first, whether Orinoko or Sweet- 
Scented yields the best price there, for accordingly I can order 
my Shipping & my Sales here, for I shall have very good of 
both sorts at my own Plantation. I expect to hear from you by 
the first conveniency. I desire you to take care of the Delivery 
of the inclosed. I have only in my former sent for icolb. of 
Sundryed Sugar and about 60 or 80 lbs. of powdered Sugar. I 
have no occasion to add farther now for I will take care for the 
future, not to over burden my acco't but to Keep a due factor- 
age. 

Sr. Your Wff. 

To Mr. Jno. Cooper Merch't in London. 
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April 22nd, 1686. 
Mr. Jno. Cooper 

Sr. I received your several letters, that by Charles Partis with 
the acco't of the barrel of Sugar and acco't current, which came 
well to hand, also therein take notice of your care & kindness 
of the Delivery of the enclosed letters to you last year together 
v/ lh answer returned in yours this year, for which I heartily thank 
you. Missing the conveniency of writing to you by Harris, I 
take the first opportunity by way of Bristol to acquaint you that 
my consignments if any will be very small this year. This late 
Act scared us, & the goodness of the commodity, induced me 
tb sell in the country, having an allowance of 16s 3d p. Cwt for 
150 hhds and for what else I sold 13s 6d p. Cwt in goods sort- 
able, and well bought, by Captain Smith I shall be larger I do 
hope if he makes another turn up this River with his Sloop this 
voyage, to ship in him 10 or 12 hhds of very fair and bright 
large Oronoko Tob", which from the beginning I design for ship- 
ping, knowing it to be such Tob as I might venture a market 
upon, but my Plantation its made upon is so far above me & 
consequently out of my Kenn, that they have not got it ready. 
Here enclosed you'll find two bills of Exchange which please to 
receive for my use. In my enclosed letter to my brother, which 
I desire you to take care to deliver, I have ordered him to call 
for such money of mine in your hands, without limitation, as 
his occasions required, which please to let him have though it 
be to the last penny of my former balance, & the money now 
sent when received p Capt. Smith I shall send you duplicates of 
these and I do think some other bills, wherein I shall be fuller, 
as well in the Disposal of what money I shall then send as in 
other concerns. And now Sir, have only to thank you for your 
kindness & expense in drinking my health there, as your letter 
indicates, for the first I must gratefully acknowledge the favour, 
and for the latter desire you to take 20 shill: out of my money, 
either to reimburse your former expenses, or else to drink out 
with my brother when you see him next, and deliver him this 
enclosed letter. Just now the weather promises a season, if so, 
I shall certainly consign you Tob° p. Captain Smith, till whose 
arrival I refer & conclude myself, Your Wff. 

To Mr. Jno. Cooper Merchant in London. 
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Jan. 30th, 1687. 
Dear Mother 

Your kind, religious letter came in the welcome company of 
my dear Sister, the one gave me much satisfaction in seeing your 
religious conduct & steadfast Patience in bearing up against the 
storms of afflictions, that for this long have and do still impend 
you and taking the right sense & measure of them, in esteeming 
them to be God's rods, with which chastisements he means to 
draw you nearest to himself. For afflictions mature and ripen 
the soul for Heaven. The other, that is the Society of my 
Sister, was and still is extremely pleasing & I hope to her Satis- 
faction, for she shall want nothing that lyes in my power to Serve 
her as long as she stays with me, and no manner of countenance 
& encouragement, if any overtures happen of her advancement. 
What entertainment she met with at her coming, receives here, 
and is like to continue, she herself can best and most properly 
tell you. I am sorry to hear so ill a character of so dear a 
brother, & withall to find my expectations so soon disappointed, 
not only in his own comfortable gentile subsistence, but in his 
assisting you in your low and calamitous condition. I do de- 
sign ;£io, which by the next Ships, if I can possibly procure, 
you may assuredly expect, & if can by auy means be procured, 
I will order it by way of Coz. Harrison or Coz. Wm. Fitzhugh, 
the reason that I do not appoint it now, and the difficulty this 
year to procure money and all other particulars I refer you to 
my Sister's more particular relation. 

The Great God of Heaven & Earth bless, preserve and keep 
you is the daily prayers of 

Your Wff. 
To Mrs. Mary Fitzhugh. 



January 30th, 1686-7. 
Most Kind Cousin 

Your very acceptable letters came safe to my hands, the last 
with the welcome of my Sister who had a very prosperous and 
successful voyage. I truly condole yourself in the sudden death 
of your two sweet Babes, which is easily & cheerfully born, if 
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natural affection be laid aside and we truly consider as we ought, 
that they have changed a troublesome and uncertain terrestrial 
being, for a certain & happy celestial habitation, and you have 
this happiness continually to joy you, that you have of your Off- 
spring in Heaven continually singing hallelujahs to the most 
highest, their Regeneration in Baptism washing off all original 
sin, and their fewness of years excusing them from all wilful & 
obstinate Sins. I as heartily also congratulate the joyful welcome 
of your new born Guest and wish that as he grows in years, he 
may grow in Grace, truly to serve his God; and then without 
Question you his parent will find him abound with all dutifull 
observance & due obedience. S r Your kind offer of friendship 
& kindness, I heartily accept and thankfully acknowledge, and 
must give this assurance, that I shall gladly receive, and readily 
observe anything you shall propose in my power to serve you, 
who am &c. Please give the enclosed to my Uncle Fitzhugh, 
and my Aunt Porter a speedy conveyance. 

Your Wff. 
To Mr. Wm. Fitzhugh, Stationer. 



January 30th, 1686-7. 
Cousin Harris 

Your extraordinary civility and kindness to all your wives 
relations and particularly to my Sister, who is now with me, not 
only invites but obliges me to return you my heartyest thanks, 
& to desire as near an acquaintance and communication as 
this Distance will admit for kind husbands may be sometimes 
met with, but to meet with a concatenation of an Indulgent Hus- 
band, an obliging nature and generous temper in one person is 
very rare, all which continually circulate in all your actions and 
proceedings, therefore I shall not only court your converse as a 
Relation, but your Intimacy as a friend, & please to think of any 
Service wherein I may demonstrate myself to be 

Your Wff. 
Pray give my kind respects to your good wife, my cousin. 
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January 30th, 1686-7. 
Dear Aunt 

My Sister's safe arrival to me, amongst other my relations, 
more particularly mentions your most kind remembrance of me, 
for which reason I take this opportunity to return you my hum- 
ble thanks for the same, & to assure you that if the Distance 
would admit or business permit, I would personally pay you 
those respects your near Relation to me requires or your kind 
remembrance of me commands. However please to accept the 
tender of my most due respects, to your self and good Hus- 
band, from 

Your Wff. 
To Mrs. Margaret Porter &c. 



January 30th 168-6. 
Most Worthy Uncle 

Yours under cover of my Cousin Wm. Fitzhugh came safe 
to my hand, which I joyfully received, having thereby a full and 
sure confirmation, of your & my Aunt's health & wellfare, which 
I pray God continue in it you give me the Satisfactory account, 
although not of your wealthy, yet of your contented condition, 
which in my opinion far exceeds the other, for its the mark that 
all drive at, from the Monarch on the Throne to the lowest Trades- 
man, without which the riches of Croesus are not satisfactory, 
and with it the lowest Degree passes his time away here pleas- 
antly. S r my condition here is in a very equal temper, I neither 
abound nor want, as I live in, so I have a share of the Govern- 
ment, having for these eight or nine year's last past served as the 
Representative of our county in our Parliament here, with sound 
Reputation in the House and a full content to my county I 
served for. I have now been married this thirteen years in which 
time God has blessed me with six dear Pledges of conjugall 
affections, two sons, one daughter I am well assured are Angels 
in Heaven & the same quantity and of like quality I now enjoy, 
to my great comfort and satisfaction. My Sister Margaret hath 
been dead these ten years, lived but poorly, hath left one Daugh- 
ter behind her, who last year was with me about six months & 
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then left me. I have been thus particular Sir in answer to yours, 
in hopes it may invite you to write me again next year. There 
is no greater satisfaction to me in this world than to hear and 
receive letters from my relations & friends. I hope this will find 
yourself and my Aunt in the same health, tranquility and content 
as that from yourself to me intimates, which assure yourself is 
the hearty prayer of 

Your Wff. 

To Mr. Robert Fitzhugh at the Greenhouse in Bedford. 

January 30th 1686-7. 
Worthy Sir, 

Having before me your several kind & courteous letters by 
way of Gloucester Penscix & Burnham, I am obliged to return 
you my hearty thanks and acknowledgement for the one part, 
and retribution for your trouble and charge on the other part & 
do fully agree with you in your Philosophical sentiments of y* 
simpathy of absent friends, as you in Laconick expression aptly 
deliver in your last, for which reason the first Inventer of letters 
deserves eternal commendations, by whose means I have not 
only the opportunity of the first acquaintance with so worthy & 
judicious a friend, but a continued communication and Society, 
which I as readily enjoy whilst I am reading your most endear- 
ing letters, or answering them, as if happily present with you. 
S r as I said last year am heartily glad of the continuance of your 
purchase and earnestly wish you both profit & success therein, 
and hope for an opportunity that I may do you service both in 
the confirmac'n of your Title and Settlement upon the Same, as 
yet I know of nothing done, your Brother Capt. Brent and Mr. 
Massey told me of your desires of surveying, having a draught 
of the said survey & settling upon two of the most convenient 
places of the Dividend this I have been told of, but by none 
consulted with, neither do I know the particular directions 
therein, I should think myself unworthy and ungrateful, if I had 
stuck at any trouble or stop at any reasonable charge. Would 
you communicate your desire & intentions, having myself re- 
ceived from you such obliging favours and been these two years 
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not only chargeable but troublesome to you. And perhaps my 
vicinity together with conveniency of my servants, always ready 
at hand, may give me a greater opportunity of doing you ser- 
vice therein, than any you have hitherto writ to you, I shall 
hope and expect your commands, Which shall no sooner arrive, 
than they shall be readily obeyed. Now S r my experience in 
concerns of this county, especially in building and settling plan- 
tations, prompts me to offer my advice, having had sufficient 
trial in those affairs at the expense of almost Three hundred 
thousand pounds of Tob°. I shall propose no other than what 
I would follow myself, that is, if you design this land to Settle, a 
child of your own or near kinsman, for whom it is supposed you 
would build a very good house, not only for their comfortable 
but their creditable accommodations; the best methods to be 
pursued therein is to get a carpenter & Bricklayer servants, and 
send them in here to serve 4 or five years, in which time of their 
Service, they might reasonably build a substantial good house, 
at least if not brick walls and well plaister'd, & earn money 
enough besides, in their said time, at spare times from your 
work, having so long a time, to do it in, as would purchase plank, 
nails and other materials, and supply them necessary's during 
their servitude, or if you design to settle Tennants on it, as your 
letter purports, in my opinion it's needless for you to be at the 
charge of building for their accommodation, if you intend any 
time, if it is but seven years, for there's several may be found, 
that for a seven year's Lease, will build themselves a convenient 
dwelling, & other necessary houses, and be obliged at the expi- 
ration of their time to leave all in good repair, but if you at your 
own charge should build an ordinary Virginia house it will be 
some charge and no profit, and at the expiration of your Ten- 
nant's time, the Plantation will not be in better order than the 
way before proposed, But if you design only to let it from year 
to year, not knowing how soon you may have occasion to make 
use thereof, then I say it's necessary for you to build yourself, 
because no Tennant will be obliged to build, that is but Tennant 
at will or from year to year only. But should not advise to build 
either a great or English framed house, for labour is so intolera- 
bly dear, & workmen so idle, and negligent that the building of 
a good house to you there will seem insupportable, for this I can 
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assure you when I built my own house and agreed as cheap as I 
could with workmen & as carefully and as diligently took care 
that they followed their work notwithstanding we have timber for 
nothing, but felling and getting in place, the frame of my house 
stood me in more money in Tob" @ 8 'sh p Cwt than a frame of 
the same Dimensions would cost in London by a third at least, 
where every thing is bought and near three times as long pre- 
paring. Your brother Joseph's building that shell of a house 
without chimney or partition, & not one tittle of workmanship 
about it more than a Tobacco house, work carry' d him into those 
arrears with your self and his other Employers, as you found by 
his acco" at his death. And which I pre-advised him before he 
went about it, workmen of your own, as I at first proposed to you, 
will take off much of those objections. Thus Sir with all can- 
dour & Integrity, I have given you my sentiments about build- 
ing and settling your neighbouring Plantation either for the pres- 
ent or future, and should be heartily glad not only of the Society 
of the son of so worthy a friend, but should be ready by all op- 
portunity's I had of serving him, to demonstrate to the world 
my grateful acknowledgement due to the father through the son. 
S r I am sorry I missed the critical moment in my proposal of 
exchange, indeed I had not then thought, had not Doct" Smith 
not only encouraged me, but given me some assurance of its 
promised effect. However am glad for the general good, that 
so plenary and full satisfaction & assurance is given to all parties, 
that they may sit safely under their own vines and fig trees, & 
pray God to continue the same, though perhaps, it may not so 
fully quadrate with my intentions and desires, continuing the 
same, to breathe my own Country air if it could be done with 
that advantage and security. I propose therein, and could still 
accept, though it were for sixty or eighty pounds a year, less 
than I proposed in my former, your kindness gives me assur- 
ance that if disaffections should again happen I'm ready pro- 
vided of an Overture, and should gladly accept. Though in the 
country where I am, I desire neither to be better seated, & am 
plentifully provided and a Country that agrees well with my 
Constitution & desires, being of a melancholy constitution and 
desire privacy and retirement, these things being thus premised 
it will seem strange to you that I am for a Remove to take off 
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that strangeness, I'll give you the reall reasons. Our estates 
here depend altogether upon contingency's and to prepare against 
that, causes might exceed my Inclinations in worldly affairs, and 
society that is good & ingenious is very scarce and seldom to be 
come at except in Books. Good education of children is almost 
impossible and better be never born than ill-bred. But that 
which bears the greatest weight with me, for now I look upon 
myself to be in my declining age, is the want of spirituall helps 
and comforts, of which this fertile country in every thing else, 
is barren & unfruitfull, which last consideration bears the greatest 
weight in my Desires of Exchange, and removal, for I well know 
that such an estate as I propose, especially now having cut off 
sixty or eighty pounds a year, cannot their live with that great 
plenty &c. as I can do here, nor gain the third part of the an- 
nual profits as I can make here. Your Brother I suppose will 
give you a particular account of Lewis, his Rascally actings, 
how diligently it was searched into, and the measures taken 
therein. 

He was only suspiciously guilty, but the deligentists enquiry's 
could bring nothing to light. Before I received your letter I 
endeavoured to lay that suspicion so near and close to him, and 
confined him close prisoner at least a month, but with this advice 
to the Sheriff to give him all opportunity of light, in hopes the 
charge laid so home to him & no less than an expectation of a 
trial for his life would have induced (having an opportunity) to 
a flight that the country might be rid of such a villain, but he 
hardened in wickedness, and not valuing his Reputation, staid 
by it, & having no proof but circumstantial, and those not very 
strong, we must Emerito Institiae discharge him. My proposals 
of trade I have heard nothing of, neither from Liverpool nor 
elsewhere. I suppose the lowness of Tob" gives a stop to those 
proceedings, for as yet I neither hear nor know of any Liver- 
pool man in the country & very few other Ships are yet arrived, 
those that are here say the lowness of the commodity occasions 
so few ships and no more are to be expected, but we are apt to 
believe that bad weather and contrary winds keeps many out. 
It would be of mighty advantage to any trader here if he could 
have an account of what ships are bound to Virginia & Mary- 
land, from the most considerable ports in England, for accord- 
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ingly he might order his affairs to take the forward or latter 
market. Concerning my offers about the French I must neces- 
sarily conclude of the consequences by your friendly hints and 
a more perfect account of their offers of land in Carolina by 
their own History which I have since read than you, I cannot 
say its a true account of their country, but my proposals were as 
low as any land here with us, is generally patented out al or lett 
to Lease. S r your great civilty and kindness to my Sister in 
assisting her in her affairs in advising her to a good ship and 
civil Master, commands my heartyest thanks, for by your means 
& assistance thank God she is arrived safely here and happily to 
both our contentment and satisfaction, and she doth believe and 
I am well assured that your Influence on Mr. Burnham largely 
contributed to his kind and civil usage and entertainment during 
the whole voyage, for which she also gives you her cordial 
thanks, & desires to have her humble service presented to your 
self and good Lady. I thankfully take notice and longingly ex- 
pect those choice Plants mentioned in your letter, and when they 
arrive shall take great care to plant them in proper places and 
at seasonable times and doubt not their thriving, but how to 
compensate so great a kindness I know not otherwise than 
furnishing your Plantation with a nursery of the same. S' I am 
glad by you to hear of my Brothers health, which, if he drinks 
so hard, he cannot long continue, and if his acquaintenance with 
so worthy a friend as yourself, I must borrow from the latter 
part of your letter, my excuse for not repeating your health so 
often as my Inclinations lead me by assuring you that what is 
wanting at Bacchus' Orgies shall be supplyl'd at Jove's Temple, 
for your good fortune and successes neither my brain nor my 
Constitution will admit me to go too far in those Bacchanalian 
exercises. Since my last writing I have w h your Uncle Porteous, 
once at James Town, and w b your Brother Sam severall times, 
drank your health, but cannot long continue by it, for either of 
them now exceed me more at that sort of exercise than your 
letter intimates my brother exceeds you, & can sit as much 
longer by it tho' not for the same reasons. Att Margaret 
Broadrick's earnest Desire and Request, as you'll perceive by 
her inclosed letter to her father, and as she told both me and my 
Sister, her friends Desires and inclinations were that if it were 
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possible she should go to Mr. Hammersly, who is her father's 
countryman, Townsman and a far off relative. My Sister sold 
her to the said Mr. Hammersly, but with condition to do no 
country work, nor work without doors as by the conditions 
here inclosed you'll see, for if he should offer to put her to 
country work or to sell her, then I have liberty to seize her 
again, notwithstanding the Sale. Besides she did resolve that 
neither threats nor persuasions, fair means nor foul should make 
do any thing if she might not be sold to Mr. Hammersly. If 
her own Desires, the Desires of her friends, the condition for her 
service to do no country work, &c, is not sufficient satisfaction 
to her friends to take you from your obligations, then I have 
agreed to have her again, for I would not for ten times her price 
have my friends suffer, especially so kind an one as yourself. 
S r In August last died a Near Neighbour of mine Mr. James 
Ashton,* possess' d with two tracts of Land, both adjoining to 
mine, one joining upon my back line & did contain about 2000 
acres, but there is some parcels sold out of it, and 100 more 
given out to the quantity of 700 acres, and another parcel of 550 

* Captain Peter Ashton patented 2000 acres in Westmoreland in 1658, 
which was probably the land noticed in the text. He was a member 
of the House of Burgesses for Charles City county in 1656, and for 
Northumberland, 1659 and 1660; Sheriff of the county, 1658, and mem- 
ber of the "Committee of the Association of Northumberland, West- 
moreland and Stafford," November, 1667, then having the title 
" Colonel." He was doubtless of the family of Ashton, of Spalding, 
Lincolnshire, descended from the Ashtons, of Chaderton, or Chatter- 
ton, Lancashire (hence the name of his estate " Chatterton," now in 
King George county, Virginia). He died in , leaving by his will, 

dated 1669 (he died in or before 1671), gave his brother James Ashton, 
of Kirby-Underwood, county Lincoln, England, his estate of " Chatter- 
ton," on the Potomac, and his brother John Ashton, of Lowth, county 
Lincoln, 2000 acres adjoining " Chatterton." 

His brother, Mr. James Ashton, was a justice of Stafford, 1680, and 
(as appears from the Northern Neck Land Book), owned in 1690 a 
tract of land which he had inherited as the heir of his brother John 
Ashton, and which had been patented by Col. Peter Ashton, 1658, and 
by him bequeathed to the said John Ashton. It is evident that the pre- 
sent Ashtons of Virginia are not descended from either of the brothers, 
Peter, John or James Ashton; but, as the records show, from Captain 
Charles Ashton, who was living in Northumberland as early as 1651. 
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acres joining upon me up the river, as yours down the River, 
which said Land he has given to two Gentlemen in England, that 
part undisposed of the 2000 acres to his cousin John Ashton, 
Habberdasher living in Russell st in Court Garden, that other 
550 acres to his cousin John Foster, of Woodbridge, in the 
county of Cambridge, Gent as p. copy of the said Will here 
enclosed, you'll see which said land I believe those Gentlemen in 
England will sell, and I would willfngly become their Purchaser, 
because of its conveniency to me, & desire the favour of you to 
deal with them about it; S r your repeated favours and kind- 
nesses gives me the boldness, and the conveniency of the situa- 
tion makes me earnest solicitious for the purchase and Draught 
of the Survey here inclosed platted by Captain Brent in 1681. 
and now while I am writing, named by me for your clearer satis- 
faction, together with a true copy of the Pattern, Coppy'd by 
my self from the Original, also copy of Coll" Peter Ashton's 
Will, the first Purchaser wherein you may see how he disposed 
to his two Brothers the 2000 acres back land, to his brother John 
Ashton and his heirs for ever, but with this limitation, if they 
should not dispose there of in their life time, that then it shall 
come and accrue to John Ashton, Habberdasher above mentioned 
and his heirs forever, what disposition he made thereof appears 
by his Will. The copy whereof I have sent you wherein he 
makes his brother whole Executor, & the heirs of his body for- 
ever, and if he died without heirs, then to his Cousin John Ash- 
ton and to his heirs forever. I suppose he intended if he had 
had wit to direct, or his writer skill or knowledge to have drawn 
it, an Estate in special tail to his Brother, the remainder in fee to 
his cousin, but for want of knowledge in the one and skill in the 
other, I apprehend it undisposed by him, and so ought to descend 
and come to John Ashton, Habberdasher, by virtue of Collo. 
Ashton's Will, and Mr. James Ashton who esteemed his title 
good, to the said 2000 Acres by virtue of the said Will of his 
brother John's, hath by his will also given and bequeathed the 
said land, what part thereof was by him in his life time undis- 
posed, that is about 1300 Acres to his said Cousin John Ashton, 
by which severall bequests, notwithstanding unskillfulness in the 
one and uncertainty in another, he has a sure and certain title in 
fee simple to the said Land, and therefore without much caution 
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may be treated and concluded with upon the purchase, if he be 
intended to see what it is, but it is but in an indifferent land & 
lies back and consequently of low value, if it was here to be sold 
at the best hand, would not yield above fifty or sixty sterling for 
that 600 acres part thereof sold by Mr. Ashton in his lifetime, 
was sold at 2000 lb. Tob" p 100 Acres w ch uses not much more 
than I before proposed and its well known to all dealers, the 
difference betwixt buying p. parcel and by retail, &c, the other 
Tract of 550 acres upon the River, which by Mr. Ashton's will 
belongs to Jno. Foster, of Woodbridge, in Cambridgeshire, 
though in its real value is worth more money, could the title be 
made as clear as the former, but here is this doubt in it, whether 
a Bequest by Will is such a disposition in his life time as shall 
cut off John Ashton's, Habberdasher claim, seeing that a Will 
has no force or effect before the death of the Testator, and so 
consequently before his death the Estate not actually alienated 
& if not conveyed and alienated by James Ashton in his lifetime, 
then to descend and come to Jno. Ashton the cousin, which, in 
my opinion, notwithstanding may give John Ashton a Colour to, 
though not absolute title to that tract of land unless the first 
Bequest to James Ashton shall be esteemed in fee, because it's 
given to him and his heirs forever, And it's said in that clause 
wherein Jno. Ashton's remainder is mentioned, if he do not dis- 
pose thereof, which is a confirmation of this first title, and gives 
him liberty to dispose of that which the former words in the 
Will made an absolute fee, and after a fee simple there can be no 
remainders or Reversions expectant. Thus S r I have clearly 
stated the case to you about the other tract, and would willingly 
give sixty or seventy pounds sterling for the same, Provided 1 
might have a sure title, which by the Joint Deeds of Foster and 
Ashton together would be indisputable, for I would give Foster 
forty pounds for his title without further warranty, and, stand 
Tryal with John Ashton, but if Foster should stand upon high 
terms, and will not take under sixty or seventy pounds for his 
title, I shall be unwilling to give so much for a disputable title 
as his is. But will venture to give John Ashton 15 or 20^ for 
his title and stand a Trial with Foster for the Inheritance. In 
the main I leave all to your discreet conduct and management, 
and if you find it will not be performed without 10 or i$£ more 
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than I have mentioned, I shall gladly reimburse that with the 
other. But now S r it may be reasonably ask' d after the desire 
of laying out so much money, where this money is that must be 
so laid out, and if the Purchase exceeds to that, I must beg you 
to add this favour to all your former, to disburse so much money 
for me as you shall see occasion & for your Security to answer 
your principal and Interest together with all your charges and 
trouble, I will bind over the purchase, and besides so much of 
my own Estate, as shall be double the value of Recognizance 
and Defeazance, till you are fully satisfy'd, and do also hope by 
the next Ships to Send you some bills of Exchange, to answer 
some part thereof, and if this that I have proposed seems not 
sufficient security, make your own proposals, which I am sure 
will be reasonable and I will readily comply with them. S' I 
thought to have sent deeds ready drawn, but Considering I have 
sent all the Wills and the Pattent, and the ready way that is now 
in practice, by Lease and Release, it may be as well if not better 
done there than here. Taking but this care, that to the Leases, 
Releases, Letters of Attorney, &c. , Such witnesses be present as 
will be here, viva voce, to attest the same. S r As yet those 
Gentleman not Knowing of their title to the said Land, for by 
the will, you'll see that your Brother John Harvey and myself 
are executors in trust in behalf of them in England, and we can- 
not yet meet and prepare business effectually enough to give 
them a satisfactory account till after our next court, which will 
then be fully done by us all, but doubt that the personal Estate 
will do little more if anything than clear the Engagements, for 
in his Estate there was but two negroes (which upon the 
appraisement I helped Mr. Hayword to, upon his request, so 
that he has in that quality, doubled Mr. Stork).* Few servants, 
and those few almost free, a pretty good stock of cattle, but of 
household stuff there was hardly the value of ;£io; the old man 
left a ruinous Estate and more ruinous plantation, for there is 
not one good house upon either Plantation, perhaps the housing 
and conveniencys upon the Plantation may be urged as an in- 
crease of the purchase, but this I give you a full assurance of, 

* Probably the son of William Storke, of Westmoreland, who, by his 
will dated 1676, and proved in Westmoreland, May 16th, 1676, gave his 
estate to his daughter Elizabeth Storke and his son Nehemiah Storke. 
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that all the houses upon both Plantations are not worth ^5, per- 
haps it may be urged likewise to buy real and personal Estate 
together, but there can be neither advantageous to buy nor 
proper to sell, because it is not certain what personal Estate there 
will be left. After all debts and legacies satisfy'd, & if any it 
will be very inconsiderable, as by the next we will give them a 
full account. 

S r If you crave excuse for the length of your most endearing 
& obliging letters which are filled with a pleasing Phrase and 
happy expressions, what words must I use not only to excuse 
my length but I m pertinency's, not only my harshness of stile 
but badness of expression, but a continued addition of my bold- 
ness and trouble, since I cannot find words I beg one more 
obligation to all your former, to grant a favourable construction 
& generous pardon to Sir 

Your Wff. 
To Mr. Nich 1 Hay ward &c. 



February 18th, 1687. 
Honoured Sir 

The first day of february I receiv'd your's dated 15th January 
about Coll" Jones* his affairs. Immediately upon the receipt 

* Since the note on Cadwallader Jones, p. 254, was published, 
a new volume of (copied) records of old Rappahannock county 
has been received at the State Library, which contains a deed, dated 
Rappahannock county, 1681, from Cadwallader Jones, of Virginia, 
son and heir of Richard Jones, late of London, merchant, deceased ; 
and John Jeffereys, of London, Esquire, conveying to Sir Robert Jeffe- 
reys, Knight, Alderman of London, the lordship and manor of Ley, in 
the parish of Beerferris, county of Devon, England, together with the 
Capitol messuage or mansion house called Ley, and all the lands called 
by the several names of Wallers, great Hancombe, little Hancombe, 
Beau Alberston, and Basslack, lying in the precincts, territories and 
fields of Ley ; and two burgages in Tarmarton, Follyot, in said county 
of Devon ; all that cottage, &c, at Hawcombe, in Devon, all that Cop- 
pice containing about fifteen acres, in Beerferris ; and all other lands, 
houses, &c, in said manor or parishes, wherein said Jones and Jeffereys 
have or may have any estate of inheritance in fee simple or fee-taile. 

In the same volume is a deed, 1684, from John Griffin, of Gloucester 
county, Virginia, Shipwright to Col. Cadwallader Jones, of Rappahan- 
nock county, Gent; for a bark of " fifty odd " tons, for a consideration 
of .£150 sterling. 
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thereof dispatch'd a messenger away to him to come to my 
house, where I apprehend I should have the freer and fuller 
opportunity to discourse him in it, and to perswade him to the 
payment of it, which letter he answered me with his company 
about five days after, which was as soon as he came home from 
Gloucester, where he had not only account of, but Duns for 
several sums of the like nature protested. I used both my in- 
terest and perswasion to get him to pay in Tob° for the money 
and agreed to allow him ten Shillings p Cwt, and remit the 
damages which he seemed willing to approve of, & would he said 
use his endeavour to procure that Tob° and what Tob° he owed 
me, which was about five thousand, for his own crops were 
already disposed of in paying Neighbouring Debts and supply- 
ing his Family's necessary's and with such intentions and some 
assurances he went from my house and promised to be with me 
again within four days at farthest, and did not question to bring 
me a satisfactory answer, he was punctual to his word as to his 
coming, but with tears in his eyes said he could not possibly 
answer either yours or mine, for he said he had neither Tob" nor 
effects to procure it, I offered to buy two or three negroes of 
him, he assured me they were already made over to the Alder- 
man and his Ship Merchants, to whom he hath not yet paid one 
penny, and therefore that way there was nothing to be expected. 
And I have since heard that night he went away from my house, 
he went into Maryland and so conclude he is clear gone. 
Thus S r I have stated the case and given you my Sentiments of 
the man. I refer to yourself to take such measures therein as 
may be to advantage, his estate is so shattered and encumbered 
with mortgages, conveyances, &c. , and his debts so many & 
great, that without a very sudden course taken it will be impos- 
sible ever to recover one penny. If I can be any way servicable 
to you therein, I shall most acceptably and willingly receive your 
commands and diligently therein manifest myself to be 

Your Wff. 
To the Hon" 1 " Nich" Spencer.* 

* Spencer, of Cople, Bedfordshire. — From the visitations of 1566 
and 1634, with additions from wills of members of the family published 
in Mr. H. F. Waters' "Gleanings," in New England Hist, and Gen. 
Reg. (which are indicated by brackets). 
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Dear Brother February 25th 1687. 

John Simpson brought me your most acceptable letter, ill 

Arms: Quarterly — 1. Quarterly or and gules, in the second and 
third quarters a fret of the first, on a bend sable three fleurs-de-lys 
argent; for Spencer; 2. Argent, three pickaxes sable, for Peck; 3. 
Sable, two lions passant; 4. Blank. Crest: Out of a ducal coronet 
gules, a griffins head agent, Collared or, between two wings expanded, 
of the third, charged on the head and on each wing with a fleurde- 
lys sable, and on the neck a crescent. 

Robert Spencer=Anne, dau. & heire 

of South Mylls in 1 of Peck, of Cople 

Com Bedford. I in Co. Bedfford. 



John Spencer=Anne, dau. & heire Joane 



of Pattenham, 
in Com. 
Bedford. 

I 



of Arnold of 

Sucors, Com. 
Huntington. 



ux. Battele. 



I 

Alice ux. Thomas 

Dickins, of Wils- 

hampstead in Com. 

Bedfford. 



Thomas Spencer= Anne, dau 



of Cople in Com. 
Bedfford. 



Robt. Bulkley 
of Burgate in 
Com. South- 
ampton. 



I 
Elizabeth ux. 
John Slade 
of Sucors. 



Rose ux. John 

Colbeck of Temfford 

in Com. Bedfford. 



Robert Spencep 
of Cople, Esqr. 



=Rhose, dau. of Elizabeth ux. 

Cokain of William Pavis 
Cokain Hatley, of Ellington 

Co. Bedf in Com. Hunt- 
ington. 



2. William Jane ux. 
Spencer. John ffear- 
clough of 
Weston in 
Com. Hertford. 



Nicholas Spencer 
of Cople. 



=Mary, dau. 
of Thomas 
Elmes of 
Lylford.Co. 
Northampton 



John. 



! I 1 
[Arnold.J 
[Edward ] 
[Margaret ] 



III I 

[Cicely] [Dau. m. 

[Rose.] Gi.b- 

[George ] bins.] 



I I 

Alice, m. Gaius Nicholas Spencer 

Squire, son of of Cople, Esq.; 

Roland. living in 1636. 



=Mary, second 
dau. of Sir Ed- 
ward Gost- 
wick, of Wil- 
lington, in Co. 
Bedford, Knt. 
and Bart. 



Robert. 



I I I 
Mary. 
Christian. 
Rose. 



I 

William Spencer, 
oldest son and 
heir apparent, 

aged about two 
years in 1634. 



I 
Nicholas. 
[The im- 
migrant to 
Virginia ] 



I I i I 

[Michael.] [Robert.] [Edward.] [Mary.] 



34 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

weather at our appointed time, for our last court, hindered me of 
the real enjoyment of your most desired company. The pur- 
port of your letter, I will affectionately & fully answer, that is if 
your desired piece of gold and what cravats &c. fashionable, I 
have at present, to supply you with, could wish I had more, and 
they should with the same alacrity and readiness be devoted 10 
your service. By his return from Cullenn & disappointment 
there I was not only concerned but extremely troubled guessing 
at your concerns and intentions there and Before your return a 
full confirmation &c. In the carrying on all which Designs I 
Know you would neither be beholding, nor appear to have occa- 
sion thereof to any one in Maryland, therefore I have so far 
straitened myself as to supply you with all my stock except one 
piece of eight, which I hope may be enough to carry on your 
designs as I imagine there &c. or to supply your pocket expense 
on your journey; which please to accept with the same freedom 
as they are ofTered and sent. I hear CuIIem designs out before 

Col. Nicholas Spencer, the immigrant, appears to have been for a 
time a merchant in London, as there is recorded in Westmoreland a 
power of attorney, dated 1659, from Nicholas Hayward, of London, 
merchant, to Nicholas Spencer, of London, merchant; which probably 
shows the time of his coming to Virginia. He settled in Westmoreland 
(where the parish of Cople was named in honor of the home of his 
family in England); was a member of the "Committee of the Associa- 
tion " of the Northern Neck, 1667 (Northumberland records) ; member 
of the House of Burgesses that continued from 1666 to 1676 (Hening 
II, 250) ; March, i675-'6, appointed one of the Commissioners for em- 
ploying friendly Indians in war against the hostiles (Hening II 330); 
appointed Secretary of State, 1678. again March 20th, 1680, and in 1685 
(Sainsbury Abstracts), and as President of the Council; was acting 
Governor, September, 1683 to April, 1684 (Hening 111,8). He died 
September 23d, 1689 (Sainsbury Abstracts). As shown by various 
deeds, he married before July 8, 1666. Frances, daughter of Colonel 
John Mottrom, of Northumberland. " Madam Frances Spencer" she 
is styled in the records, and left several sons, of whom the eldest, 
Nicholas, inherited the family estates in England from his uncle William 
Spencer (who was one of the intended Knights of the Royal Oak, with 
an estimated estate of ^1000 a year), and in 1707, as " Nicholas Spencer, 
of Cople, Bedfordshire, Esquire," makes a deed for 6000 acres in 
Westmoreland. See pedigree of Spencer, of Cople, in Visitations of 
Bedfordshire, 1566 and 1634, and wills published in " Waters' Glean- 
ings," New Eng. Hist, and Gen. Reg., January, 1891. 
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our court, therefore would have you send again before then, that 
you may not be disappointed of your expected money, and if 
you think that I may be any ways serviceable to you, please to 
lay your commands and they shall be readily obeyed. Mr. 
Newton now at my house informs me of abundance of Rum now 
at Patuxent at 15" p. Gallon and under, please to do in that and 
all other concerns as for yourself. I have about 200 hhds now 
by me the conveniency yourself knows. I sent by this mes- 
senger 1 Guinia, 12 pieces of eight, one cravat, and ruffles & 
cravat strings. 

To Capt. George Brent * at Woodstock. 

* We have been unable to ascertain how George Brent was Wm. 
Fitzhugh's brother. According to the Brent Genealogy, which seems 
to be confirmed by some mutilated epitaphs in Stafford County, 
Captain George Brent married first a daughter of Captain Wm. Green, 
and secondly a daughter of Colonel Henry Seawell. Perhaps he had 
married Fitzhugh's sister, Margaret, who he says, in another letter in 
this issue, had been "dead these ten years," (»'. e. died in 1676). 

The following is an abstract of the will of George Brent, now on 
record at Stafford C. H., son of the person named in the text : 

I George Brent, of Woodstock in Virginia &c. Give my brother Nich- 
olas Brent all m> lands and rights to lands in the Kingdom of Great 
Britain, given me by my father; also my new dwelling house, and all 
the lands, tenements, and appurtenances thereto, according to my 
father's will, and also 1000 acres in Nominie, in such manner as it was 
bequeathed to me in my father's will ; to my brother Robert Brent my 
land at Quantico, 500 acres, bought by my father from Mr. Wm. Boame, 
also 555 acres Called Cadgers (on which is a rent charge, by my father's 
will, of 500 lbs. of tobacco per year, for three years, to Robt. King's 
widow); to my brother Henry Brent 400 acres of my Hunting Creek 
land; to brother Robt. Brent 400 acres of the same land; to brother 
Nicholas the residue of said land; to sister Elizabeth who intermarried 
with Mr. Thomas Longman 200 acres, near Budgens; to brother Robert 
200 acres near Budgens ; to brother Nicholas 400 acres near Budgens; 
to sister Mary Brent 200 acres of the same land ; to sister Martha Brent 
200 acres of the same land. As to my Brent towne land the first 2020 
acres I leave to brother Nicholas, and also give him the 5000 acres of 
Brent towne not disposed of. To brothers Nicholas and Robert two 
negroes each ; to sister Elizabeth Longman if she come into this coun- 
try again, one negro. As to my money in Bermudas and my share in 
William Green's estate, I give it equally between the children Henry, 



36 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

March 14th 1686-7. 

Mr. John Buckner 

I three days since, received yours of the 7th March last, and 
do as truly condole your present affliction & past losses therein 
mentioned, as I heartily thank you for your Kindness and trou- 
ble therein expressed both in the presenting Sir Robert's note 
and the return of the three pound bills inclosed. I wish both 
yourself & family perfect health and full Recovery. S r the in- 
closed protest will speak its own business. I have been already 
so often troublesome to you, and yet continue, that I want ex- 
pressions to beg pardon & have no other refuge left than to 
assure you if any of your business lies this way, I shall court all 
occasions to assure you I am sincerely 

Your Wff. 

The protested bill above mentioned is Edw'd Laples drawn 
of Capt. Henry Fearns, assigned to me by James Davis. The 
sum is ^4. 10. o. 

Martha and Mary Brent ; but Cousin Richard Brent, son of tny uncle 
Robert Brent to have £5. To pious uses /io sterling [this probably 
was intended for masses]; to brother Robert /10 sterling to buy him 
two pieces of plate and desire him to put his coat of arms thereon and 
keep them in my remembrance. To brother Nicholas all my plate, and 
the gold ring which was my mother's wedding ring and my set of gold 
buttons; to brother Robert my silver buckles, and black horse called 
Turk, now in the woods ; to my cousin Thomas Clifton my gray horse 
called Fromine. Stocks of horses & cattle to be equally divided be- 
tween brothers by my executors. Brother Thomas Longman and Dr. 
Mathew Jackson a guinea each to buy a pair of black gloves. Brothers 
Nicholas and Robert executors, who are to dispose of the remainder of 
the personal estate. Dated Sept. 1st 1700. Proved Stafford Co., Oct. 
9. 1700. Thomas Clifton was a witness. 



(to be continued.) 



